
Finding the Good in the Bad

I have struggled with what to write about for this  
newsletter. This year has been a challenge for  
everyone. We have all faced our own struggles in 
2020, whether it be loss of employment, illness,  
loss of loved ones, injuries, cancellations of trips  
and events, isolation, social unrest, and the 
 challenge of distance learning.  

For some, it has been a time of introspection and 
maybe a welcome change from the rat race of fighting 
traffic and busy schedules. Maybe it’s been a chance 
to get some projects done, do some reading, or engage 
in new hobbies. For many, it has been a time to slow 
down and enjoy life a bit more.

Even though we had many events planned for the 
Chapter this year that were cancelled, we still  
managed to get together for a few things. We had at 
least one event each month, except for April. We were 
very fortunate to have good weather for our two air 
markings and our picnics and meetings. We met some 
new members, and saw some old friends that  
we haven’t seen for a while. We had a wonderful  
experience with our Honor the WASP project. 

Several milestones were accomplished this summer  
by our members: 
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Emily Wishard: Private Pilot License

Zoe Finn: Private Pilot License

Evelyn Canfield: First solo

Ellen Quist: CFI and Commercial Multi Engine add on

Carol Bergquist has purchased an airplane (still wait-
ing on maintenance, but close).

Aura Austin: Graduated from the 99s Professional 
Pilot Leadership Initiative program.

Tracy Davenport: Honored by Brainerd airport with 
a plaque for her design of the inlaid compass rose in 
the new FBO. (pictured to the left)

Carmen Kivisto: Hired by Air National Guard for 
C-130 Pilot training position.

I am sure there are probably more noteworthy events. 
If so, please email me and I will be sure to announce 
to the members if you so desire. 

As we come into the autumn season, we remember 
that the beautiful things in nature don’t care if there  
is a pandemic. (They actually thrived with the lack  
of pollution). We had a lovely (but hot) summer,  
flowers were beautiful, and now we have those hints 
of fall colors. Yes, that does mean the temperatures 
are getting colder. Time to dig out the warmer clothes. 
(I actually wore mittens at the airport one morning 
this week.) The birds are flocking and I’ve seen  
lots of formation flying. Soon the leaves will be  
gorgeous. I hope you get a chance to get out and 
enjoy the beauty. 

And remember that airplane performance is better in 
the cooler weather! Hopefully, many of you will be 
able to take in the fall colors from above. Send some 
pictures and we will post them! 

Take care of yourselves and of each other! Reach out 
to a sister 99 when you can! We all need the love  
and support! 

Cheers,

Cheryl
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FLYING ACTIVITIES
Dec 5 – Tree of Hope, electronic donations are being accepted 
www.holidaytreeofhope.org

Dec 12 – Holiday Meeting and Lunch,  TBD

MINNESOTA CHAPTER
FOUNDED 1949

WINDOW CLINGS
Proud to be a Ninety-Nine? 
Order are being taken for 
window clings that you can 
apply to your vehicles. 
$5 per cling. Support of  
MN Ninety-Nine scholarships.  
 

Contact Thuy to put in your order request:  
aviatrix99@mac.com or 612-817-4692. Make checks 
payable to Minnesota 99s and mail to Tracy Davenport: 
12119 Kentucky Circle, Champlin, MN 55316.

GUESS THE SECTIONAL
First one to send their response to  
aviatrix99@mac.com or text cell: 612.817.4692 
will win a MN Ninety-Nines window cling



The Fly Now Awards for student pilots (International level) have an October 1 deadline. If you are  
interested it is time to start putting your application together.  https://www.ninety-nines.org/fly-now.htm 

The Amelia Earhart Awards for advanced ratings and training (International level) has a January 1 deadline. 
Informations can be found on the following link and questions can be directed to Marcy Drescher, our AE 
Scholarship Chair, marcyd@wctatel.net: https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm

Our Minnesota scholarship applications for student pilots, advanced rating, and recurrency are due 
December 31. Information can be found on our website and questions can be directed to Patti Sandusky,  
pilotpatti@hotmail.com our Chapter Scholarship Chair: http://minnesota.ncs99s.org 

Information on the Richard J. Santori Memorial Scholarship, administered by the Chicago Chapter, will 
come out in the spring, with a March 1 deadline for application.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Aviation records don’t fall until someone is willing 
to mortgage the present for the future.     

Amelia Earhart
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INSTRUMENT TIP:  
Uncontrolled Departure
taking off IFR without a tower 
AOPA

Use a remote communication outlet. This is the easiest way to get a clearance on the ground from a nontowered airport, 
if one is available. Call up approach control or flight service on the RCO and they will provide you with the clearance, 
a release time, and a clearance void time. These are distinct elements. The clearance will be similar to any other ATC 
route and altitude clearance. A release time is ATC’s permission to depart from the airport. It’s often immediate, such as 
“November Two-Three-Alpha is released,” although sometimes it’s in the future, such as, “November Two-Three-Alpha 
released at 1200Z.” The release time is necessary because in order for you to depart the nontowered airport, ATC must clear 
the airspace of other instrument traffic. If it’s busy you may have to wait until clearing the airspace is possible. The void time 
is an upper limit on the departure, for the same reason—they can’t hold the airspace forever. Approach or flight service will 
say something like, “Clearance void if not off by 1210Z. Time now 1200Z. If not off by 1210Z contact New York Approach 
on one one eight point nine with intentions.” If you don’t take off by the void time, it’s important to do as the clearance says 
and contact the facility as soon as possible to obtain a new clearance.

Call on the phone. The steps for this method are the same for an RCO, with the only difference being that you reach 
clearance delivery by phone instead of through the airplane radio. With a Bluetooth-enabled headset this method isn’t hard. 
But without it, you must either call before starting up, which can make the clearance void time tight, or you have to shout 
and strain to listen while the airplane is idling. Neither is desirable.
In the air. Assuming the weather is nice, there’s nothing stopping you from taking off VFR, calling the nearest approach 
facility, and requesting your clearance in the air. However, as one of flying’s many paradoxes, this is both the most 
convenient method and the one most fraught with problems. Most important, you must be sure the weather is VFR and 
you can maneuver safely. If ATC is busy, can’t receive your transmissions down low, or your flight plan is lost, it can take 
15 minutes or more to pick up the clearance. In good weather that’s no problem. But in poor weather it’s a recipe for an 
accident. Any experienced instrument pilot can tell you a few stories about circling below a layer, trying to avoid certain 
airspace, or some other highly saturated task scenario while waiting to obtain a clearance in the air.

If you decide to get the clearance on the ground you can find the most efficient way to do so in the FAA chart supplement. 
The airport listing will specify the RCO frequency and facility, if one exists. Or you can use the listing for the clearance 
delivery phone number included in every nontowered airport entry. Most flight planning apps have this information as well.

The steps involved in departing IFR from a nontowered airport are somewhat similar to those at a towered airport. The 
primary difference is in how the clearance is obtained.

The primary dilemma in getting a clearance on the ground is when to call for it. Doing so at the ramp means you can listen 
and copy with your full attention, and not have a delay on departure. But the downside is that you may have to hustle to 
make the clearance void time. Take off after that time into weather and you’ve broken some regulations. As an alternative 
you can wait until you are near the end of the runway and completely ready to go, but then you could be waiting, and if 
you’re at the hold-short line, likely blocking other traffic. There’s no right answer to this. You’ll learn through experience 
what works best for you.

Although we usually think of departing IFR from a busy tower-controlled airport, the system is very flexible and set up in 
such a way that you could take off into the clouds from a grass strip in the country almost as easily as you could from a 
major international airport.

Using that logic, an instrument student should be required 
to depart IFR from an airport without a control tower 
during training. As a skill it isn’t particularly hard, but the 
procedures can be mystifying if you aren’t exposed to them.

The steps involved in departing IFR from a nontowered 
airport—or a towered airport when the tower is closed—
are somewhat similar to those at a towered airport. You 
get weather, obtain a clearance, call on the radio when 
departing, and then check in with departure control. The 
primary difference is in how the clearance is obtained. 
There are three basic methods.
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Ellen Quist and her partner Ken Reily both earned  
their Commercial Multi-engine add ons on  

Monday, August 24.

Aviation Milestones

Evelyn Canfield (our youngest member),  
who did her first solo on Sunday, August 23.

Zoe Finn has been training at a flight school 
in North Carolina this summer and earned her 

Private Pilot license on August 17.   

Ellen Quist took her CFI check ride July 9,  
and passed with flying colors!

Once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth 
with your eyes turned skyward, for there you have been, 
and there you will always long to return.

 - Leonardo da Vinci
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 (L) Majel Baker and Carmen Kivisto (R),   
particpated in a 7 plane flyover of Fort Snelling  

Cemetery to honor Mary Hines Grant.

Memorial Day #HONORINGTHEWASP

Deb Thompson, Patti Sandusky and Cheryl 
Daml spent the day visiting the graves of 

Elizabeth Stohfus (near Faribault) and  
Virginia Mae Hope (Winnabago).  

(L) Emily Wishard and Laura Hermann (R)
particpated in a 7 plane flyover of Fort Snelling 

Cemetery to honor Mary Hines Grant.

Cheryl Daml, Ellen Quist, Majel Baker and 
Carmen Kivisto particpated in a 7 plane  

flyover of Fort Snelling Cemetery to honor 
Mary Hines Grant.
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Aitkin and Osceola Airmarkings



Apple crisp
From: Allrecipes.com

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degree C).

Place the sliced apples in a 9x13 inch pan. Mix the 
white sugar, 1 tablespoon flour and ground cinnamon 
together, and sprinkle over apples. Pour water evenly 
over all.

Combine the oats, 1 cup flour, brown sugar, baking 
powder, baking soda and melted butter together. 
Crumble evenly over the apple mixture.

Bake at 350 degrees F (175 degrees C) for about  
45 minutes.

Ingredients

10 cups all-purpose apples, peeled, 

cored and sliced

1 cup white sugar

1 tablespoon all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

½ cup water

1 cup quick-cooking oats

1 cup all-purpose flour

1 cup packed brown sugar

¼ teaspoon baking powder

¼ teaspoon baking soda

½ cup butter, melted



http://minnesota.ncs99s.org

http://www.mnpilots.org/

http://www.ninety-nines.org

http://avmedmn.com

http://www.aopa.org/asf/publications/flashcards/

https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/online-learning

http://www.faa.gov

Safety seminars https://www.faasafety.gov/spans/events/EventList.
aspx?statecd=MN

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/aero/avoffice/aviationaz.html
Click on Aeronautical chart

http://www.eaa.org

http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/aopa/flashcards_201310/

Aura Austin 
CFI
23541 3rd Ave,
Mankato, MN 56001
(507)380-7085

Cheryl Daml
CFI ratings: Private, Instrument,  
Commercial, CFI, CFII
612-272-9717
cdaml@msn.com
Airport: Anoka, MN

Marcy Drescher
CFI ratings: Single and Multi engine  
Instrument, Glider
507-265-3488, cell 507-473-0167.
65560 180th St., Alden, MN 56009.
marcyd@wctatel.net.
Airport: Wells, MN.

WEBSITES

We have talented flight instructors willing to provide their services. Please feel 
free to reach out to any of the ladies below to tap into their aviation experience. 

PILOT RESOURCES
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Mikaela Sandager  
CFI ratings: Private 
10461 4th St NE
Hanover MN 55341-4050
C (612) 816-1439
mikaela.sandager@gmail.com

Kjersti Kittelson
CFI/CFII ratings: Private, Instrument,  
Commercial ASEL and ASES
Multi-instructor 
651.769.7093
kjerstiliv@gmail.com
Airport: Airlake or lower metro airports.

Feel free to send any additional resources/websites you would like to be seen here in the future  
to Thuy at aviatrix99@mac.com


