
We all have our reasons for choosing the  
organizations we want to join. Maybe it’s meeting 
people with a shared interest. Perhaps there’s  
opportunities to learn something new, or improve 
existing skills. Some organizations have financial  
benefits such as scholarships. Others offer  
opportunities for humanitarian efforts.

When I joined the 99s five years ago I had no idea 
what I was getting myself into. A couple of my flight 
students encouraged me to join. They said I would 
meet fun people who love aviation. I did want to meet 
other women pilots, but I was reluctant. Attending 
meetings is not my thing. I had a preconceived notion 
of what it was about.  And I wondered…”what’s in it 
for me?”

The promotional material for the 99s emphasizes 
scholarship opportunities, support for phases of flight 
training, mentoring and networking, and webinars 
and e-resources, as well as professional pilot  
leadership. All that sounds appealing, but I wasn’t 
looking for a scholarship, nor support for flight  
training. I didn’t really need a mentor. So, again, 
“what’s in it for me?”

The turning point for me was becoming involved.  
Maybe it was doing my first air marking. Or maybe  
it was offering to give a seminar to the group. Our  
chapter hosted the North Central Section meeting 
in 2015.  In the year we spent preparing, there were 
plenty of ways to help the Chapter. Each time I  
volunteered to help with something, I got to know 
someone else. I asked about their aviation story and 
found out that we have some pretty amazing women 
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in the 99s.  By becoming involved, I have made 
some treasured friendships who have enriched my 
life.  And I’ve done some really fun things. That is 
“what’s in it for me.”

This year our membership has increased  
significantly. Each meeting or activity brings together 
new and old members with their own aviation  
experiences to share with the Chapter. I’ve been 
excited to watch some new friendships within the 
Chapter blossom over the last year. We have a great 
group of women who are a great resource, a great 
source of support. Each of you has something to 
give to the Chapter. By becoming involved you not 
only help the Chapter, but you will find that your 
life will be enriched by getting to know some pretty 
amazing women. And you’ll be happy about what’s 
in it for you!

Best regards,

Cheryl
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FLYING ACTIVITIES
Check the Minnesota 99s website for the full 2018  
schedule with details. http://minnesota.ncs99s.org

Sept 15 – Business Meeting & Charles Lindbergh 
Home & Museum Tour, Little Falls (KLXL)

Sept 22 – Girls in Aviation Day, Premier Jet Center,  
Flying Cloud Airport (KFCM)

Oct 20 – C-130 Air Base Tour, Mpls Airport (KMSP)

Dec 1 – Tree of Hope, Maple Lake Airport (KMGG)

Dec 8 – Holiday Gathering & Business Meeting, tbd 

MINNESOTA CHAPTER
FOUNDED 1949

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Deborah Bobka (formerly Pearson) - student pilot

Autumn Nelson - Training plans in-process

Cheryl Reberg - Student pilot attending St. Cloud State

Danielle Valley - Private pilot, home airport Lakeville

Andrea Fox - Student pilot from Blaine

International Members (non MN chapter members):

Mercedes Ayers 

Carmen Kivisto

Keyahna Kurilla

Roxanne Parker 

Chunxiang (Clair) Qian

Teri Jo Srur

Allison Marie Abellaneda
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It’s not too early to start planning for a gift collection box at your airport for the Tree of Hope!  
Wrap a box in holiday paper and ask your FBO if they will allow you to put the box in the 
FBO to accumulate new, unwrapped toys and gifts for delivery to Maple Lake (KMGG) on 
Saturday, December 1, 2018. The web site at http://holidaytreeofhope.org/ has a brochure 
and a flyer to post by the box, and it would be great if you could send them to your local 
newspapers to request the community contribute also. Check out the video link on the  
website also!!

The Tree of Hope gives to every Minnesota hospital with a pediatric unit, several in  
Wisconsin, and to all five Ronald McDonald Houses, so every toy counts. Donations by 
credit card can be made via the website, or by check payable to Tree of Hope and sent to 
Elaine Morrow. Donations may be tax deductible for this 501(c)3 charity.

Thanks for your help – every toy counts!

Sophie Bowman and Iris McCarthy led by Renee Bowman 
were recommended by the Chapter for the Girl Scout Gold 
Award for the project they did for the Ninety-Nines. Iris  
digitalized our archival records, and Sophie created a  
website for the Liz Strofus Scholarship.  

Renee said the the girls received their awards just recently.  
That is so awesome, and we want to extend our sincere  
congratulations to Sophie, Iris, and Renee for this  
achievement! They did a great job, put in a lot of hard  
work, and are very deserving of this award.  

Girl Scout Award 
By Cheryl Daml

Founded 1990

Hey! It’s that time again - Membership Renewal! We have a new renewal form that you have all received. Please 
take a good look at the form - I’ve added little boxes (aren’t they cute!) for you to check if you want the FREE 
emailed version of the North Central Section Waypoint. If you would like a paper copy of the NCS Waypoint mailed 
to you just fill in the $10 fee and include that with your check. Also note the Licensed Pilot and Student Pilot  
options have two choices and please PICK ONE - either emailed Chapter Newsletter or mailed paper Chapter 
Newsletter which is $5 more.

One more option on the renewal form is for a Chapter Pin - it also has two cute boxes PICK ONE if you would like 
to order a pin - either magnetic back or pin back and include that $16 fee in your check.

Sooooo, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me, your new Membership Chair!

Membership Renewal 
By Patti Sandusky
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What started more than a decade 
ago as a small gathering of aviation 
entrepreneurs has in 2018 grown 
to a eagerly-awaited presence of 
men and women excited to share 
their “next big thing” with the tens 
of thousands of visitors to  
Oshkosh’s Wittman Regional  
Airport. The cutting-edge technol-
ogy and products expected to drive 
general aviation’s next generation 
will come together for a single 
day on Tuesday, July 24, with an 
Innovations Day of programming 
and events. Dave Chaimson, EAA’s vice president of marketing and business development said, 
“Many of the innovations seen at Oshkosh over the past five decades are now commonplace in 
aviation.”

The daylong series will bring together the brightest minds in aviation innovation to discuss  
topics such as electric and hybrid technology, artificial intelligence for the cockpit, future  
avionics, uses of unmanned aircraft and more. The day ends with “An Evening With Innovators” 
at Theater in the Woods, featuring judging of the third annual Founder’s Innovation Prize with a 
$25,000 check to the winner. Aviation Gateway Park will also feature more than 20 new  
exhibitors demonstrating the technology they believe will change the industry. 

It all begins at 9 a.m. on the 24th at the Lindbergh Innovation Forum, Aviation Gateway Park 
Forum Tent. Entrepreneurs, inventors, and trailblazers will participate in presentations and panel 
discussions on a variety of technology shaping tomorrow’s aviation environment. Participants 
include representatives from Uber Elevate, Boeing, Insitu, Ampaire, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, and others.

At 1 p.m., there’s the Innovation Trends in GA Avionics Executive Roundtable at the Aviation 
Gateway Park Forum Tent with discussions that include GA founders and CEOs from the avionics 
industry. 

The evening session starts at 8 p.m. with “An Evening With Innovators” featuring the Founder’s 
Innovation Prize at Theater in the Woods presented by Airbus. Highlights include the top five 
2018 entries in a “Shark Tank”-style format, where judges from throughout the aviation and  
aerospace world review the best and brightest ideas to reduce GA’s loss-of-control accident rate. 
The winner receives a cash prize of $25,000, with additional cash prizes for second and  
third place.

AirVenture’s Innovation Day Scheduled for July 24
Innovator’s prize of $25,000 will be awarded.

NEWS 
By Rob Mark, Flying 
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In late January the MN 99s Outreach Committee met to begin work on creating 11 aviation  
lessons plans for school-age educational seminars. The lesson plans are intended to be  
free-standing ‘plug and play’ lessons which can be used individually or as a grouping of lessons, 
depending on time and interests of participants.  

Worksheets are included with each lesson plan. Each lesson plan is fully detailed so anyone can 
easily deliver a lesson to school-age children. If you are interested in helping with outreach to 
school-age kids please contact Mikaela Sandager at mikaela.sandager@gmail.com. It is a fun 
and rewarding experience to connect with children on the joys of aviation!

Cheryl Daml, Jan Moll, Mikaela Sandager and Robyn Stoller delivered a seminar at KANE to  
approximately 25 Girl Scouts in early May.  Sheila Gruba and Mikaela Sandager individu-
ally gave aviation presentations recently to Girl Scouts in the St. Cloud area. During the spring 
months Cheryl Daml delivered additional seminars and field trip presentations to school groups 
totaling about 400 students, both girls and boys. In May, Jan Moll and Cheryl also delivered a 
seminar to about 150 1st graders.  

Our chapter recently participated with Wings of the North Museum on outreach activities  
related to aviation education, such as the Girls Fly Boldly event June 23. Wings of the North 
asked for a MN 99s representative to serve on their education advisory board which is currently 
being formed. Kate McDonald expressed interest in serving on the board-thank you Kate!

Our outreach efforts have been successful and rewarding this year.  We look forward to  
continued success in 2018 and welcome any member who is interested in outreach to  
join us in these valuable and rewarding efforts.

Why does it still happen?  Every year VFR pilots make a critical error of flying into IMC 
(instrument meteorological conditions) and the results are often fatal. The latest FAA Safety 
Briefing includes an excellent article on avoiding the perils of VFR into IMC. Check out the 
article entitled “Maybe Not Today” for new insights and ways to prevent this situation  
from occurring.  

https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2018/media/JulAug2018.pdf

MN 99s Outreach Update 
By Robyn Stoller

Make Good Decisions: 
Avoiding VFR into IMC



MINNESOTA CHAPTER

On Friday, May 25, in spite of the heat, we had a great time repainting a compass rose at the Brainerd airport .  Many thanks to: 
Sheila Gruba, Sandra Walworth, Patti Sandusky, Trudi Amundson, Elaine Morrow, Cheryl Daml, Tracy Davenport.  We were well 
fed and DQ was enjoyed by all.  Airmarkings are a great time to work together and get to know each other, and complete a re-
ally cool project!!  

Our Litchfield airmarking was scrubbed due to iffy weather on June 17.  We’ll reschedule that one for one of the alternate dates 
after we see if the Sauk Centre and Litchfield compass roses get completed.

We went 0 for 2 for June airmarking events, here’s hoping July and August will have better weekend painting weather!  

Our next event is the Litchfield compass rose on Friday, July 13 and Saturday, July 14.  If the weather is bad or we don’t have 
enough help on Friday and/or Saturday, we may use Sunday, July 15 as well.  If we only get one good weather day that weekend, 
we will do the Litchfield airmarking instead of the compass rose since that requires a smaller window of good weather. 

If you’re interested and available any of the below dates, please let me know at TDavenport99@aim.com.  These events are  
people and weather dependent, so I need to know if you’re coming to know if we’ll have enough people to do the project, to 
car/plane pool, and to keep in touch with you as the date gets closer.  We’ve had to cancel these due to lack of help, iffy  
weather, or the airport not being able to get the paint when there was a paint shortage a few years ago.  We have a lot of fun do-
ing these events - hanging out at the airport, hanging out with talented ladies, seeing our work get completed and most impor-
tant - DQ is usually involved.  How much better can it get than that!

Here are the updated dates for the rest of this year so far - it still looks like a lot, but a lot of them are alternates in case of  
cancellations:

Friday July 13-Saturday July 14, possibly Sunday July 15 - Litchfield compass rose.   On Friday, we will start the layout at 2, 
taping around 4 and painting around 5:30 or 6, depends on if we decide to eat dinner before we paint or eat dinner after we’re 
done for the day.   We’ll start on Saturday around 8 am unless those that can make it want to start at a different time.  We usually 
stay in a hotel when doing a compass rose - 2 or 3 to a room to reduce the costs.  If you want to stay overnight, please let me 
know - I’ll try to reserve some rooms.  We like 4-6 people to do the layout and can use a couple fresh bodies by the time the 
taping comes around.   If you can only make it one day or the other, that’s fine too - I just need to know that.  If we use Sunday 
as an alternate for Friday or Saturday, we would likely start at 8 am unless those that can make it want to start at a different time.  
Please confirm if you want to and are available to help out at this one and which days you can make it - tdavenport99@aim.com 
so we can stay in touch as the dates are approaching quickly.

Friday July 20-Saturday July 21 - Litchfield compass rose or airmarking alternate.  Start times to be determined by who can make 
it and what we use the alternate for.

Friday August 10 - Sauk Centre or Litchfield alternates.  Start times to be determined by who can make it and what we use the  
alternate for.  If we use this date for Sauk Centre, we can either try to get the rose done in a day (they want a pretty simple one 
that can be done in one longer day with enough help) or we may split it into 2 days as a number of us cannot make it on  
Saturday, August 11 but can make it on Friday, August 10 and Sunday, August 12.

Sunday August 12 - Sauk Centre or Litchfield alternates.  Start times to be determined by who can make it and what we use the 
alternate for.

Friday August 17-Saturday August 18-Sunday August 19 - Sauk Centre or Litchfield alternates.  Start times to be determined by 
who can make it and what we use the alternate for.

Saturday Sept 1-Sunday Sept 2-Monday Sept 3 - Sauk Centre or Litchfield alternates.  Start times to be determined by who can 
make it and what we use the alternate for.

Friday Sept 7-Saturday Sept 8-Sunday Sept 9 - Sauk Centre or Litchfield alternates.  Start times to be determined by who can 
make it and what we use the alternate for.

Hope to see you at Litchfield or Sauk Centre or both!

Airmarking Schedules 
By Tracy Davenport
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Highlights from summer events

Brainerd Airmarking
(L -R)Sheila Gruba, Sandra Walworth, Patti Sandusky, Trudi Amundsen, 

 Cheryl Daml, Elaine Morrow, Tracy Davenport.

St. Paul Meeting St. Paul Meeting 

St. Paul Meeting St. Paul Tower Tour
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Ingredients

12 ounce salmon fillet, cut into 4 pieces

Coarse-grained salt

Freshly ground black pepper

Toasted Almond Parsley Salsa, for serving

Baked squash, for serving, optional 

Preheat the oven to 450 degrees F.

Season salmon with salt and pepper. Place 

salmon, skin side down, on a non-stick baking  

sheet or in a non-stick pan with an oven-proof handle.  

Bake until salmon is cooked through, about 12 to 15 minutes.  

Serve with the Toasted Almond Parsley Salad and squash, if desired.

Toasted Almond Parsley Salad:

1 shallot

1 tablespoons red wine vinegar

Coarse grain salt

2 tablespoons capers, rinsed

1 cup fresh flat-leaf parsley

1/2 cup toasted almonds

Extra-virgin olive oil

Toasted Almond Parsley Salad:

Mince the shallot and add to a small bowl. Pour the vinegar over the shallots and add a pinch of salt. Let sit for 

30 minutes.

Rughly chop the capers, parsley and almonds and add to the shallots. Add the olive oil, tasting as you go. Mix 

again and adjust the seasonings.

 Oven-Baked Salmon



http://minnesota.ncs99s.org

http://www.mnpilots.org/

http://www.ninety-nines.org

http://avmedmn.com

http://www.aopa.org/asf/publications/flashcards/

http://www.faa.gov

Safety seminars https://www.faasafety.gov/spans/events/EventList.
aspx?statecd=MN

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/aero/avoffice/aviationaz.html
Click on Aeronautical chart

http://www.eaa.org

http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/aopa/flashcards_201310/

Aura Austin 
CFI
23541 3rd Ave,
Mankato, MN 56001
(507)380-7085

Cheryl Daml
CFI ratings: Private, Instrument,  
Commercial, CFI, CFII
612-272-9717
cdaml@msn.com
Airport: Anoka, MN

Marcy Drescher
CFI ratings: Single and Multi engine  
Instrument, Glider
507-265-3488, cell 507-473-0167.
65560 180th St., Alden, MN 56009.
marcyd@wctatel.net.
Airport: Wells, MN.

WEBSITES

We have talented flight instructors willing to provide their services. Please feel free 
to reach out to any of the ladies below to tap into their aviation experience. 

PILOT RESOURCES
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Mikaela Sandager  
CFI ratings: Private 
10461 4th St NE
Hanover MN 55341-4050
C (612) 816-1439
mikaela.sandager@gmail.com

Kjersti Kittelson
CFI/CFII ratings: Private, Instrument,  
Commercial ASEL and ASES
Multi-instructor 
651.769.7093
kjerstiliv@gmail.com
Airport: Airlake or lower metro airports.

Feel free to send any additional resources/websites you would like to be seen here in the future  
to Thuy at aviatrix99@mac.com


